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“If we want things to stay as they are, things will have to change”. 
This famous line, said by the prince Don Fabrigio Salina in Visconti’s 
movie The Leopard, illustrates how the ruling class sees change: as 
an opportunity to maintain its privileges. In 2017, BlackRock — the 
largest asset manager in the world — dabbled in “Salina’s paradox” 
by publishing a short introduction to its 2016 Annual Report called: 
“Transforming change into opportunity”. 

Back in those years, the word “change” came with an other 
one: “climate”. After the COP 21 and the decision of the Trump 
administration to quit Paris climate agreement, climate change was 
(and still is) an important topic. Especially when you are BlackRock, 
the first asset manager in the world, meaning that your financial 
decisions impact the global climate crisis. But there was no track of 
climate change neither in their Annual Report introduction, nor in the 
report itself. 

The following text is the exact reproduction of BlackRock’s Annual 
Report introduction and it erases methodically each letter of the 
word “change” as if they had been nibbled by ants or termites. 
Taking seriously the blindness of BlackRock on climate change, the 
text pushes the logic at its maximum, there is no climate change 
because for the ruling class (in this case BlackRock) there is literally 
no change. 

The text oscillates between the abbreviations that capitalism 
produces over and over and a pure guttural sound. Then it is 
perhaps closer to the language of an alien or an insect than to the 
sound poems of artists like Henri Chopin or Raoul Hausmann. 
Metaphorically, the text asks this simple question: if the ruling class 
continues to deny change (which could be historical or climatic) are 
they building a world for insects or for aliens?


